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the ridge which connects Carmel with Samaria and
separates the plain of Sharon from that of Esdraelon,
the plain beckoned to the Egyptian monarch to march
on, which he did. Horse behind horse, they marched,
man behind man, in Indian file, and compelled the
foe to seek shelter within the fortress which was later
reduced. Campaign followed campaign, hostages
followed hostages, in order to keep the vanquished to
their knees, but the spirit could not be broken of those
levelled low for a time in western Asia. Booty and
spoils weighed heavy with the victors, honour and
freedom heavier with the vanquished. Tributes came
from the banks of the Euphrates, from the Kassites,
from the land of Kadesh on theOrontes and from Crete,
but the spirit of the rebels could not be broken.
Euphrates, any way, continued to be the boundary
and the empire of Thothmes III reached the outskirts
of the land of the Mitannis and the Taurus, of course
not a very peaceful one, all the same of dimensions un-
precedented in Egyptian history.
The task of administering such vast possessions
was not easy and to the same Thothmes addressed
himself now.
The Organization of the Empire
The great king held his vast dominions by means
of a number of garrisoned fastnesses and spheres govern-
ed by deputies and illustrious officials of state. One
such, Tahutia or .Thutii, administered the far off
Naharin and Phoenicia and the neighbouring islands.
Besides keeping the intransigent princes within their
prescribed loyal bounds, these' governors collected
and remitted Tegularly to the imperial exchequer rich
tributes from their provincial sway. Gold and silver,
sapphire and lapis-lazuli poured into the coffers of
state from the 'grand marches of the empire,
A novel measure that Thothmes adopted to hold
t^ieends of his empire foreshadowed the Roman   and